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LOCAL GOVERNMENT STANDARDS PANEL — STATUTORY REVIEW 

Statement by Minister for Local Government 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Local Government) [3.45 pm]: I present today for tabling 

the report of the review of the Local Government Standards Panel. The standards panel was established in 2007 

to deal with complaints of minor breaches of conduct against elected members. As required under the Local 

Government Act, I requested the Department of Local Government to undertake a review of the operations of the 

Local Government Standards Panel since its establishment. Specifically, the review found that the number of 

allegations submitted to the panel has grown steadily since its commencement in 2007 and the cost of dealing 

with those complaints has also grown. All allegations made were attributable to approximately one quarter of all 

local governments. In 2010–11 over 75 per cent of allegations made to the panel resulted in findings of no 

breach. The period in many instances between receiving an allegation and making a determination was 

unacceptably lengthy. Under current legislation the panel is required to deal with every allegation made and has 

no discretion to reject allegations it considers frivolous or vexatious. 

Having reviewed these findings, I have identified that there is an opportunity to implement a more effective 

process for resolving allegations involving low-level misconduct against elected members. This solution would 

be designed to complement and streamline the operations of the standards panel. The aim of the proposed model 

is to put in place processes to allow allegations of low-level misconduct to be dealt with at the local level—in the 

first instance by the mayor or president and, if unresolved, by a panel of peers. This will enable allegations of a 

low-level nature to be dealt with without being subjected to the more formal processes of assessment undertaken 

by the standards panel. This will also ensure that the standards panel can deal with allegations of a minor breach 

in a more timely and efficient manner. The proposal has been provided to the sector for consultation through the 

Western Australian Local Government Association. I look forward to receiving the sector’s responses through 

WALGA’s state council to progress this proposal further. 

This is just one of the measures this government has introduced to promote good governance for a strong and 

sustainable local government sector in Western Australia. 

[See paper 4647.] 

 


